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Writing: Poetry 

        
 

I saw this lovely door on my walk the other day and it sparked an idea.  Firstly, I want you to write down a list of ideas of what you think might be behind the 

door.  Let your imagination run wild.  Allow your mind to wander, explore the possible and the impossible.  You could even draw what you think is behind the door if 

this helps.  There are no wrong answers here.  Once you have written them go back and add more description.   

 

 

Medium Chilli Challenge 

 

Can you write your poem to include the 5 

senses?   

 

I opened the magical door and saw….  

I opened the magical door and heard …..  

I opened the magical door and felt… 

I opened the magical door and touched.. 

I opened the magical door and smelt… 

 

Hot Chilli Challenge 

 

Write your own ‘A door is…’ poem. 

Look online for ‘magical doors’ to help trigger your 

imagination or even draw your own.  Give yourself 10 to 15 

minutes to write, don’t worry about spelling, punctuation just 

now.  (To help you, think what does a door represent e.g. a 

barrier, hope, a portal?   Then think of what is a door like?  

So, a door is like a barrier.  Once you have a simile turn it 

into a metaphor.  So, a door is a barrier and then add 

description i.e.  A door is a hard barrier to a new dimension.).   

Let your imagination run free.   

Once you have done this go back and edit.  Think VCOP! 

 

Mild Chilli Challenge 

 

Once you have a list of perhaps 5 or 6 things, 

have a go at writing a poem using the repeating 

opener “I opened the magical door and saw”.    

Here are some of my ideas: 

 

I opened the magical door and saw shadows 

dancing in the breeze. 

I opened the magical door and saw enormous 

dinosaurs racing in eggs. 

I opened the magical door and saw a rainbow 

reaching to another world. 
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In Funchal Madeira local artists breathed new life into 

a derelict area by painting various scenes on doors.    

Visit this site if you want to see them.  Truly stunning 

https://www.timetravelturtle.com/painted-doors-

funchal-madeira/   

 

Have a go at drawing, painting, or creating your own 

door.  What design would you choose?  Why did you 

choose it and what does it represent to you?  Share 

these with me. 

Perhaps we could create a virtual street with all the 

doors you send in? 

 
 

Create your own door 

Read for 30 minutes every day.  

 

Try the News online, recipe books, 

any book (age / challenge 

appropriate).  If you choose a book 

have a look to see if you can do an 

Accelerated reader quiz on it.  

 

 

 

Idioms  
 

An idiom is a common word or phrase 

which means something different from 

its literal meaning but can be 

understood because of its popular use 

i.e. We say To Bite the Bullet – we don’t 

literally mean you should bite a bullet.  

People understand it to mean to get 

over something because it is going to 

happen anyway as that is how it is used. 

 

This is a list of idioms about doors.  Can you work out or 

find out what they mean? 

Behind closed doors 

Early doors 

Show somebody the door 

Can you turn your favourite idiom into a poster?  Think of 

its meaning and how you could represent this in your 

design. 

 

Independent 

Reading 

https://www.timetravelturtle.com/painted-doors-funchal-madeira/
https://www.timetravelturtle.com/painted-doors-funchal-madeira/
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Fluency and Expression 

 

Read the poem opposite.  Consider how you would read it out 

loud and try performing it to someone at home or video yourself 

doing it and send it via Class Dojo.  Think about the meaning of 

the poem.  What do you think it is?   

 

I particularly enjoy the last line.  Why do you think the author 

included that last line? 

 

You may like to listen to two contrasting performances of the 

poem. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bazJvnuOLMM  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011kx3r  

 

Which did you prefer?  Can you tell me why?  Now you have 

heard these two versions, could you identify a piece of music to 

go with it, perhaps playing in the background as you read it or 

could you use Soundtrap music software (we still have access to 

this until July) to create your own piece to go with it? 

 
 

The Door by Miroslav Holub 

 

Go and open the door. 

Maybe outside there’s  

a tree, or a wood,  

a garden,  

or a magic city. 

 

Go and open the door. 

Maybe a dog’s rummaging. 

Maybe you’ll see a face,  

or an eye,  

or the picture  

of a picture. 

 

Go and open the door. 

If there’s a fog  

it will clear. 

 

Go and open the door.   

Even if there’s only  

the darkness ticking,  

even if there’s only  

the hollow wind,  

even if  

nothing  

 

is there,  

go and open the door. 

 

At least  

there’ll be  

a draught. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bazJvnuOLMM
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011kx3r
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Vocabulary 

 

 
 

Re-write a passage (1 or 2 paragraphs) from 

a book you have at home. Swap a few of the 

words within the passage for ‘silly’ 

alternatives. Challenge someone at home to 

find the silly words and suggest what should 

be there.  If you like you could even 

challenge me to try and find them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Project 

 

 

 

 

. 

Higher Order Reading Skills 

 

Reading is not just being able to decode or read the words on the page; more importantly, it is about understanding what you are reading.  Over the next few 

weeks we will work on this skill.  This week I want you to write down some questions about a piece of text you have been reading that you could ask others.    You 

could even create a video of you asking these questions and send them on Dojo if you like?  We will start with questions relating to remembering.  This type of 

questions involves recalling information from a text.  As you look at your piece of text think of questions which would get someone to describe, list, retrieve, 

name, find or recognise information from the text. 

 

For example, when we looked at Goodnight Mr Tom, we had questions like: 

 

How old is William Beech?   List the words the author uses to describe Mr Tom.   Why did Willie not want to have a bath? 

 

Remember text can be an advert, a comic, a poster, a recipe, a television programme (yip its true!), a book, maps etc.  There is a wide variety of things to choose 

from. 

 

 

 

 

 

VCOP 

 

Look at these boring sentences. Up level 

them and make sure they each contain an 

example of VCOP 

The door was open. 

A door was closed. 

Her fingers found the door handle. 

 

 

 

This is something that we could work on for at 

least a few weeks.  It will involve revisiting skills 

you have learnt during your time at school.  

 
Pick a topic that you are interested in (a sport, to a country, to a 

historical period, a current issue affecting us, something you always 

wanted to find out about).  Then make a KWL grid include – What 

you already know, what you would like to know, and the final column 

will be what you have learnt which will filled in at the end.   

Message me if you would like some advice about what to choose. 

 


