
Primary 1 Literacy Menu 
Week beginning 11th May 2020 

We’ve talked about wow describing words in class quite a bit and this week we’re really going to be 
focussing on those types of words. They make your writing so interesting to read! A wow describing word (adjective) is a word that 

tells us all about a thing. How it looks, feel, smells, sounds and tastes. 
 

 

Literacy 
Before starting the tasks in this column, read the book Augustus and his smile to the 

end, or listen to it being read to you on the cbeebies bed time stories link below. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=3CPlGXh0EkI&feature=emb_title   
 

Choose Your Challenge! 
For Tasks: 3 and 4 

 
Mild chilli challenge Tell your sentence to 

an adult and ask them to draw 1 line for 
each word. Use your phonics skills to help 

you sound out the words. 
 

Spicy chilli challenge I would like to see a 
capital letter at the start of 2 sentences, 
gaps, small neat letters on lines, the word 

‘and’ or another joining word, and a full 
stop at the end of each sentence. 

 
Hot chilli challenge The same as spicy but 
I would like you to think about the words 

you are using and try to write 3 or 4 
sentences. Use your amazing word 

knowledge to add some interesting wow 
words (definitely wow describing words 

this week!) Also think about if a full stop, 
exclamation mark or question mark would 

work best at the end of your idea. 

1) Make a map of all the places that 
Augustus visited in the book whilst 

searching for his smile (you could add 
them to the map you made last week). 

Label the places using descriptive phrases 
e.g. tall mountains or leafy 

woods. 

4) Augustus took a video of what he could 
see whilst swimming underwater. Have a 

look… it’s so pretty. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_con

tinue=34&v=cC9r0jHF-
Fw&feature=emb_title   

Did you see all of the shoals of fish 
darting and swirling about? Write 
sentences about what you can see. Some 
questions to help you are: 
-How are the fish moving? 
-How would it feel to be 
there? 
-What can Augustus hear? 
-What does it look like?  
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2) Look at the picture of Augustus 
swimming underwater. There are lots of 

things in that picture.  
 

I can see fish. I can see a tiger. I can see 
water. That’s three things already! 

 
Now what I’d like you to do is play a little 
game with someone at home to practise 

thinking of wow describing words that tell 
me about these things. 

 
Pick a thing from the picture and give 

yourself 2 minutes to think of as many wow 
describing words for that thing. Then get 

5) Paint, draw or collage a beautiful 
picture of what Augustus can see 

underwater.  You could even do some 
printing by carving out shapes on potatoes 

and dipping them into paint.  
 

 Once you have finished, follow the 
instructions that are on the class P1 page 
on how to make a picture of you wearing a 
snorkel, and add it to the picture. Don’t 

worry if you haven’t got access to a 
printer, you can draw a picture of you and 
the different snorkel parts, cut them out 

and stick them together. 😊 

Key words  
 

Practise reading and writing the following 
key words:  

List 1 
me, he, she, be, we, to, do, the, I, and, are  

 
If you feel ready for list 2 

are, all, you, your, come, some, said, here, 
there, they  
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your partner to have a go. Who can think 
of the most wow describing words? 

 
Remember, wow describing 
words tell me what it looks, 

feels, tastes, smells or sounds 
like. Not what it is doing. 

 
Examples of wow describing words: shiny, 

glittery, wet, dry, cracked, hot, huge… how 
many can you think of? 

 Try using wool or sticks to make the key 
words from the list. You could do them in 

normal letters (lowercase) or capitals!  

3) Look at the picture of Augustus 
swimming underwater. What is happening 
deep underwater? How did Augustus feel 

to be amongst the tiny, shiny fish? 
 

Write descriptive sentences to explain.  
 

6) I want you to think about the things you 
can see underwater (remember to watch 
the video from task 4 and you might want 

to do some research for the names of 
things! Have a look on epic books for some 
great underwater reading). We’re going to 
write a poem about what you can see. I’ll 

start it off by writing: 
 

Under the sea,  
I can see… 
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 You then need to write a wow 
describing word followed by a 

thing from in the water. Here’s 
mine: 

               Under the sea, 
I can see, 

Sparkly fish, 
Green turtles, 
Broken ships, 
Sharp coral.  

 

Phonics 
This week I’ve found another sound that is trying to trick us… it can be spelt another way… it’s ai! But the way we are going to spell it 

this week is like this a-e. Where the line is, another sound goes. There’s a really good video that explains it here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=140&v=f0aCGmNNl-s&feature=emb_title   

Things we can do: 

•   Write a-e words on pieces of paper, then draw the sound buttons in to sound them out. Remember to draw a rainbow to show 
where the a-e sound is!  

•   Find 10 things in your house that have an ai or a-e sound in them. Write the words and sort them into two piles (note there are 
other spellings of this sound too. I usually say to the children that there are lots of ways that we can spell the sound but these 

are the two ways we’re learning about first).  
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•   Write on balls (ping pong balls are great) stones, pieces of wood etc, a-e words. Put the words in a paddling pool, sand pit, sink of 
water, bath tub etc. Fish for the words and then take turns reading them! 

a-e word list 

  ate, ape, game, lane, gate, save, gave, made, name, cake, hate, safe, rake, tale, wave, came, bake, date, lake, pale, late, make, wake, 
same, gale, sale, take, tame, tape, cave, case, grapes, flame, plate, snake, plane, crane,  

blade, blaze, daze, estimate, fade, fake, fame, frame, gaze, imitate, inflate, invade, maze, landscape, rate, mane, mate, 
nickname, slate, slave,  

brave, spade, stale, blame, skates, scrape, graze, brakes, chase, shame, shape, shave, shade, pancake, lampshade, sunshade, 
handshake, mistake, cornflakes, escape, awake, marmalade, lemonade, pavement  


